
For 12 years, I and my wife have operated LARIAT (see http://www.lariat.net), a 
small, rural ISP in Laramie, Wyoming. We distinguished ourselves by being the 
first wireless broadband provider (with continuous service since 1993) and have 
served areas which the telephone company and cable company have shown no 
inclination to serve. 
 
Recently, the telephone companies have attempted to inflate the wholesale cost 
of Internet bandwidth to levels above the retail prices which they charge for 
DSL in an attempt to drive independent ISPs out of business. They do this by 
charging end users less for complete DSL service than they charge ISPs for 
access to the copper infrastructure all by itself. (This is true whether the 
bandwidth is delivered via DSL, via ATM, via T1, or via any other similar 
technology.) Likewise, they seek to gouge ISPs on the lines which connect them 
to consumers.  
 
This predatory pricing makes it already makes it difficult or impossible for 
many ISPs to compete, but should Bellsouth's petition be granted, broadband 
competition will be over. Independent ISPs -- yes, even wireless ones -- will 
cease to exist, and access to the Internet will be at the whim of the 
cable/telco duopoly. It would be contrary to both the spirit and the letter of 
the Telecommunications Act of 1996 for the FCC to allow this to happen. The FCC 
must reject Bellsouth's petition -- and other similar petitions -- with 
prejudice. 


